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just "Western." In simple common sense, it only means that the
civilizations both of the East and the West have passed from the
stage represented by the vegetable oil lamp and the tinder-box to
the stage of electricity, though the process has not been simultaneous
in origin, nor uniform in speed, nor yet completed.

But if the word "westernization" must be used, if only as a
convenience, to describe a group of cultural traits that characterize
a civilization, if electricity, banks, factories and aeroplanes constitute
"westernization," there is no denying the fact that the West itself
was but recently "westernized," and if the only alternative was to
be "Eastern," the West was Eastern until recently!

And yet the "westernization of the West" sounds odd and
impossible; a contradiction in terms. The "westernization of the
East" has become current coin and is almost an axiom in modern
language, hardly calling for examination. Perhaps the explanation
for this is that Western Civilization was born in the West. It is not
so much the character of the culture, but its origin in the West, that
makes it Western. Hence the "resistance to a foreign civilization"
and the "problem of cultural conflict" (ibid., p. 5). If the origin of a
cultural trait in the West makes it Western, the universally acknow-
ledged facts that printing, paper, gunpowder, to mention only a
few instances, had their origin in the East, and in particular, in
China, would make them "Eastern" and their adoption by the
West would mean the "easternization" of the West. As a matter of
fact, porcelain alone among the Chinese products is called "China,"
but even the extensive, almost universal, use of "china" in the West
has not been claimed as the "Chineization" of the West.

If origin is the criterion, it may be recalled that the civilization of
the West has not all had a Western origin; that if the cultural traits
are traced back, their origins will not all be located in the West.
Also, even before the Christian era, not to speak of 1600 A.D., there
has been an exchange of cultural traits between the East and the
West, though the cultural commerce may have varied in quantity
from time to time. To-day the whole world is laid under contribu-
tion for much that bears the stamp of Western Civilization. There
is a continuous exchange of raw products and manufactured goods